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We would like to express our deepest sympathies to everyone
affected by the Noto Peninsula Earthquake in January 2024,
and our deepest condolences to the victims and their bereaved
families. We would also like to express our deepest respect to
those who are working hard to help the victims and to support
the reconstruction of the affected areas.

We, Saneido Shoji Co., Ltd., are engaged in real estate and
social welfare businesses. We operate fee-charging care home
for the elderly, housing for the elderly with services, and
community-based group homes mainly in the Tokyo metro-
politan area.

Last year, our film “Kowareru Koto Ikiru Koto,” which took
six years to plan and produce, was released nationwide on
May 26. To our surprise, it received the double award of Best
Picture and Best Actor (Tomoko Fujita) at the Miyakojima
Charity International Film Festival held from June 30 to July
2. We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude again for
the support of so many people.

This magazine started with the publication “Ending your life
with ‘Kando’ ! Five points for choosing a nursing home”
(Gentosha). Since last year (2023), as a course of “Karuizawa
Radio University” produced by Karuizawa FM Broadcasting,
“Kamimura Iwao’s straight talk - For a proud Japan in the fu-
ture - (2nd and 4th Wednesdays of every month), in response
to requests to read the text, we publish it as “HIMAWARI
MAGAZINE” derived from the fee-charging care home for
the elderly “Family House Himawari” developed by our com-
pany, and it is published every season.

In the winter issue of 2024, we are pleased to present the con-
tent of it (October, November, December 2023). As a produc-
er, it would be a great pleasure if you could refer to any of it.

Saneido Shoji Co., Ltd.
President and Representative Director
Kamimura Iwao
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Drifting of 'young people
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- D?cline in working population and acceleration
o&declining birthrate and population decline -
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It has become a social problem that the independence of young
people from 15 to 34 years old, so-called leaving the nest, is not
progressing well. Why do they never leave their parents even after
they graduate from school and become adults? I believe that this

is a major factor that is at the bottom of the problem of declining
birthrates, an aging population, and a shrinking population. This
kind of custom can be seen not only in Japan but also in America
and Europe. In fact, the birth rate tends to be low in countries such
as Japan and South America where the rate of living with parents
is high. Therefore, if the number of young people who do not leave
the nest continues to increase, the demographic impact is likely to
increase significantly. Therefore, I would like to think about the is-
sues and current situation of this problem and what kind of meas-
ures are necessary to solve the problem.
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First of all, regarding the “social isolation” of young
people, there has been a noticeable delay in their
social independence, such as a prolonged sense of
belonging to their parents and a weakening of their
own existence in society. The increase in the number
of young people who are freeters or stay-at-home
youths has become a major social problem. Among
the young unemployed person, the number of young
people who are not looking for work has reached
approximately 850,000. Of these, approximately
420,000, or more than half, have not expressed their
desire to work. Furthermore, about 70% of them
have no work experience in the past. The percentage
of people belonging to the low-income group is also
increasing.

The increase in the number of young people who
have lost their connection with society and become
isolated poses a serious problem, such as an increase
in social security expenses in the future of Japan. It
is necessary to make efforts to support the independ-
ence of young people at the level of the family and
the government. This is an urgent issue. I believe
that the background of this problem is the lack of
independence of young people, the lack of a sense

of belonging to the country that supports this coun-
try in the future, and the lack of the ability to build
interpersonal relationships such as communication
skills. However, what is more important is that the
system of education and social support for the inde-
pendence of young people is insufficient during the
transition from a child generation to an adult.

For example, the appearance of teachers in the field
of education in the showa 30’s and 40’s was always
solemn and sharp, wearing suits and ties. In fact,
mental education for self-reliance was carried out
tacitly while looking at the back of teachers as they
spent their childhood using such teachers as a mir-
ror. It is the so-called “children grow up watching
the backs of their parents and teachers. So, to put

it simply, I think there is a part that “the environ-
ment nurtures people.” In particular, it is necessary
to focus policies on the so-called NEETs, which
have traditionally been difficult to reach with policy
support, and on areas where it is difficult to establish
contact with society.
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Then, I would like to think about the way of social in-
dependence for young people who are separated from
society. First of all, “independence” is not just about
getting a job and becoming financially independent.
It is also very important to consider whether you are
mentally independent from your parents. Are you ful-
ly concerned about the society in which you live and
participating in “social participation and coexistence,’
which is the philosophy of our company? I think that
complete independence requires a great variety of
elements. In addition, it is extremely difficult to judge
independence. I believe that there are many aspects in
which independence is judged on an individual basis
in accordance with the social situation, rather than
simply being independent.

9

How is the situation abroad? 26-year-old Eric
Ray, who lives in California in the western
part of the United States, has been living with

his parents since he finished graduate school.
Even though many of his friends of the same
generation have started working, Eric Ray
continues to live with his parents. This can

also be seen as a change in the traditional view
that young people should be independent of
their parents. According to data from the U.S.
Bureau of Statistics, the percentage of young
people between the ages of 18 and 34 who live
with their parents rose from 23% in 1960 to
27% in 1990 to a whopping 33% in 2021.In
particular, the percentage of people under 29
living with their parents is high. According to
the Pew Research Center, an American research
company, 52% of people aged 18 to 29 lived
with their parents in 2020 due to the temporary
closure of universities and the increase in
unemployment caused by the novel coronavirus.

11
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As for the ratio of living with parents, there are
considerable differences depending on the country
and region. Northern Europe is low, and the
percentage of 18-34 year olds living with their parents
is as low as 16% in Denmark, 17% in Sweden, and
18% in Finland. In contrast, in Southern Europe,

the percentage of people living with their parents is
extremely high: 72% in Portugal, 71% in Italy, and
65% in Spain. Croatia also has the highest figure in
Europe at 77%.

‘When it comes to Asian countries, South Korea is
high at 70%. On the other hand, 47% of young people
in Japan live with their parents, which is not as high
as in Southern Europe, but is higher than in Northern
Europe, the United States, and the United Kingdom.
The number one reason why living with parents is ac-
celerating in the United States and the United King-
dom is the soaring rent. The reality is that in 20 years,
the price of rent has increased 1.7 times in the U.S.
and 1.5 times in the U.K. University tuition, which

is the cost of education, has also increased 2.4 times
over the past 20 years. By the way, in the case of
Japan, if 2000 is set as 100, there is a flat or slightly

downward trend. In addition, there is an inverse cor-
relation between the percentage of people living with
their parents and the birth rate. Countries with a high
percentage of people living with their parents, such
as Italy and South Korea, have low birth rates, while
Northern Europe, the United States, and the United
Kingdom have high birth rates.

The declining birthrate in Japan is due in part to the
phenomenon of “parasite singles” (single young
people who have reached adulthood but have not

left their parents), according to Masahiro Yamada, a
professor at Chuo University who specializes in the
sociology of the family. According to the population
census in 2020, more than 60 percent of unmarried
people in their 40s and less than 50 percent of those in
their 50s live with their parents. The fact is that many
of them are not married and are not leaving their par-
ents’ homes. This means that a great number of people
reach middle age without leaving their parents and
without getting married. The fact that young people
cannot have dreams and hopes for the future seems to
be one of the factors.
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What occupations should I choose for my future? I think
there are a lot of things that you can’t dream about in

the future, that you don’t have a good person to talk to,
and that you don’t have a complete social system. In a
survey of junior high school students conducted by the
Center for Study Abroad at the University of Tsukuba,
the question “Do you have high hopes for your future?
The percentage of respondents who answered “I have
high hopes” was 90% in South Korea, 46% in China,
and a surprisingly low 29% in Japan. Furthermore, in the
“Survey on Life and Consciousness in the New Millen-
nium” conducted by the Japan Juvenile Research Insti-
tute, high school students were asked, “Do you think your
future self is becoming more respectable than it is now?”
The percentage of high school students who answered
that they think so was 38.8% in South Korea, 36.1% in
the United States, 19.9% in France, and 17.3% in Japan,
which were also low percentages. In both cases, Japan

is at the bottom, but on the other hand, South Korea is at
the top when it comes to the two questions of dreams and
future visions.
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With economic growth and changes in the social
structure since the end of World War II, more than
80% of the working population has become so-called
salaried workers who are employed and maintain
their livelihoods. At present, there are extremely few
opportunities for fathers and mothers who are self-
employed to see adults working in a visible way. That
is why you don’t really understand the importance of
labor, which is the image of adults sweating and earn-
ing money in exchange for their labor. Is it a lack of
a spirit of loyalty to the three major obligations of the
people: tax payment, education, and labor? To what
extent are these three meanings and purposes being
delved into and the importance of them being taught
in detail at home and in school education today, and
are they being discussed with each other? For the first
time in a high school or college student’s job search,
when someone asks, “What kind of job do you want
to do?” or “What kind of specialist do you want to be
in the future?” many young people ask themselves
about their jobs for the first time.

The problems of young people that are arising today
are a projection of adult society, and it is also the re-
sponsibility of adult society. For this reason, I believe
that it is necessary for us to view these social issues

as our own and to build and respond to new social
systems that respond to changes in society. At the core
of education are families and schools based in local
communities, and it seems to be most important to
enhance this organization and cooperation. I think that
the power of a respectable member of society is to be
able to have basic academic ability, the ability to con-
vey one’s own way of thinking, and the capacity to
understand and defend others. I think it is the achieve-
ment of the power to control and motivate oneself by
acting together while building amicable relationships
with many people. There is a long way to go, but |
think that if we start now, it will be in time for young
people to return to the workplace and for the develop-
ment of human resources to support this country.

17
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Climate change impacts
more important than lotteries

- Challenge the most accurate weather forecast -
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I would like to think about “weather forecast”, which
is essential information for everyday life. We check
weather forecast information on TV, radio, and the
Internet whenever we have a chance. This weather
forecast is transmitted by the Meteorological Agency
that everyone knows. The Meteorological Agency

is one of the administrative agencies in Japan.

It is an external bureau of the Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism for the purpose
of sound development of meteorological services.

Its predecessor was the Tokyo Meteorological
Observatory of the Department of Geography,
Ministry of Home Affairs, which was established in
1875 (8th year of Meiji). The weather terminology
that the Japan Meteorological Agency sends out to
us every day is so numerous and segmented that it is

very difficult for an amateur to understand everything.

For example, if you look at terms related to time as
an example of forecast terms, there are many, such

as OTOTOSHI, KYONEN, KOTOSHI,RAINEN

, SARAINEN,HEINEN, and REINEN. There are
expressions such as YOAKE to YOAKE-MAE, and
AKEGATA to AKEGATA-MAE in terms of a time
axis that subdivides the time of the day. Do you
know this distinction? Furthermore, what about the
distinction between past evening and at the beginning
of the night? What about the distinction between mid-
evening, half past midnight, before mid-evening, and
after mid-evening?

19
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I think you often hear the terms “TOKIDOKI” and
“NOCHI” to express the passage of time, but this
“NOCHI” is a term that expresses a broad trend,

so it is stipulated that it should be used to indicate

a specific time zone without using it as much as
possible. For example, “sunny and cloudy” should be
changed to “sunny and cloudy from late afternoon”
and so on. For example, “sunny and cloudy” should
be changed to “sunny and cloudy from late afternoon”
and so on. In that case, the time designation is to
give priority to the precipitation phenomenon. For
example, instead of saying “sunny afternoon to
cloudy evening to rain,” you define it as “sunny later
cloudy evening to rain,” and so on. I feel that the
weather information announcement is really difficult
not only for the receiver but also for the sender.

As aregional term, do you know the difference
between coast (region), coast (part), and coastal sea
area? The difference between offing and offshore.
Furthermore, what about the differences between

mountainous areas, mountainous areas, along the
mountains, and mountains? What is the difference
between deep-snow district and a heavy snowfall
area? There are terms related to weather and its
changes. How is the difference between bad weather
(akuten) and stormy weather? In addition, in terms
of waves, the meaning of “HAROU” is defined as
“among the waves on the surface of the ocean, those
generated by the wind with a cycle of 1 to 30 seconds,
consisting of “HAROU” and swell.” They remind us
to use waves instead of “HAROU” when transmitting
this by voice. As a final term, and one that relates

to tidal levels, what is the difference between tidal
level and storm surge, and high tide and high tide?

If I extrapolate from these, I feel that the difficulty
level of the examination for a weather forecaster is
extremely high. The weather terminology is very
profound and interesting.
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Last year, the Baiu front was pushed up relatively
northward, and many linear precipitation zones oc-
curred in Kumamoto, Oita, and Fukuoka prefectures
in northern Kyushu, as well as in the Sanyo and Sanin
regions, and further north in Akita Prefecture. Heavy
rain caused massive flood damage, and the mobiliza-
tion of the Self-Defense Forces was also requested.
The accuracy rate of the weather forecast during the
rainy season is around 80 percent lower than other
seasons. An accurate weather forecast is essential for
disaster prevention, but on the other hand, it di-
rectly affects the consumption of clothing, food, and
leisure-related goods. For example, the occurrence of
floods has a big impact on logistics and production
plans of companies. Therefore, improving the accu-
racy of weather information will have a huge impact
in terms of identifying risks in business plans as soon
as possible and avoiding human and material losses.
The weather forecast is based on “numerical value

forecast” by a large computer, but the accuracy of the
prediction of rain or not was 91 percent in the national
forecast of the day in May last year. In July during

the rainy season in 2022, it was 81%, and there was a
difference of 10% in hitting ratio.

The numerical weather forecast 1 to 2 days in advance
divides the atmosphere into many grids and creates a
state where a lot of dice are piled up, so to speak, and
predicts changes in atmospheric pressure, tempera-
ture, and wind in each grid according to the laws of
physics. The grid spacing of this dice is based on the
“Mesoscale Model (MSM)”, which is 5 kilometers.
Humans add their hands to the calculation results by
referring to the conclusion value and past data. In the
weather forecast, a slight error in the very first data
(initial value) often results in a completely different
forecast.
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Therefore, in order to avoid this risk of forecast devia-
tion, the “ensemble forecast” method is used, which
derives multiple calculation results by changing the
initial values little by little in advance. The Japan Me-
teorological Agency increases the forecast probability
by adding so-called “fluctuations” to the estimated
value related to cumulus clouds (it is a collection of
clouds). I once said on this radio program that man-
agement exists in fluctuations that cannot be taught.
This weather forecast is synonymous with manage-
ment and may exist in uncertain elements.

When I carefully look at the weather forecast, there
are forecasts at three hour intervals such as six
o’clock, nine o’clock, and twelve o’clock. When it
comes to the forecast every few hours, the forecast
value is made by the local model (LFM), which is a
model of a narrower grid of 2 kilometers, instead of
the grid (mesh) of 5 kilometers. This kind of forecast
with more detailed grids is also used for the plan that

municipalities forecast linear precipitation zones half
a day in advance. On the other hand, there are private
companies for this weather forecast. For example,
Weather News creates its own data by referring to the
information of other forecast agencies. They use the
calculation results of the models of 7 forecast organi-
zations in Japan, the U.S. and Europe. With the help
of artificial intelligence (AI), we add more thickness
to the model according to weather conditions, etc.
Depending on the model provided by the forecast-
ing agency, the grid (mesh) interval of the calcula-
tion result may be wide, so a method to calculate the
numerical value at 5 kilometer intervals by applying
Al deep learning technology is also used. In the end,
we borrow information from a grid with intervals of 1
kilometer.
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One of the great strengths of Weather News is the
wealth of information on rain and clouds that we
receive from registered reporters all over Japan. The
accuracy of the forecast is improved by comparing the
information from all over the country with the calcu-
lation result. For example, in the forecast of a guer-
rilla rainstorm, we can grasp the growth of the cloud
before the radar catches it. This is an important factor
for forecast differentiation. The accuracy rate of the
probability of precipitation on the day of the forecast
issued at 5 a.m. was 88% for 22 years, and the “catch
rate” of the forecast on the day of precipitation was
89%, both of which are higher than those of the Japan
Meteorological Agency.

Finally, I would like to talk about numerical forecast-
ing. In weather forecasting, we use physical equations
to predict how the atmospheric conditions, such as
temperature, wind, and atmospheric pressure, will
change over time. It involves various processes such
as the influence of topography and the generation and
absorption of heat associated with the condensation

and evaporation of water vapor, so it is not easy to
derive a correct solution. It is a proof that the earth is
a living thing and is changing all the time.

For convenience, the atmosphere is divided into verti-
cal, horizontal, and beside sections, and the change is
calculated for each grid. For example, if the beside,
vertical, and height are all halved, the calculated
value will be 8 times. At present, weather forecasting
is impossible without high-performance computers,
and the irreplaceable global warming has become a
hot topic. “The era of global boiling has arrived,” UN
Secretary-General Guterres has announced. What is
the world of weather forecasting trying to tell us?
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I want to highlight Warren Buffett of the United
States, a well-known investor and one of the richest
men in the world. Mr. Buffett has visited Japan for
the first time in 12 years. Some people think that the
visit of the investor to Japan has raised the Nikkei
Stock Average to the highest level since the begin-
ning of the year. And I think it ignited the heart of the
manager who was sinking. So, this time, [ would like
to analyze Mr. Buffett’s way of thinking about how to
invest, how to live, etc.

Mr. Buffett was born in Omaha, Nebraska, USA in
1930. He is the chairman and CEO of Berkshire Hath-
away, an investment company. In 1965, he purchased
it, a textile company, and embarked on a turnaround.
This did not go well, and the company was reborn as
an investment company and has repeatedly invested in
many companies. As a result, the company has grown
into one of the top companies in the world. Mr. War-
ren, who owns 38 percent of Berkshire, is one of the

world’s leading investors, but lives a very simple life.
In fact, I heard that the evening meal was BLT (bacon,
lettuce, tomato) and sandwiches, and the accompany-
ing staff member was “ramen”. As I see and hear this
part of everyday life, I realize that the appearance of
great people who are growing and active on the world
stage is far beyond the range of ordinary people.
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Here is a look at Buffett’s average returns (com-
pounded) over the past 50 years. Mr. Buffett has made
an amazing performance. Let’s compare the perfor-
mance of Berkshire and the S&P500, which is the
leading stock index in the United States, for 50 years
from 1963 to 2014. the average annual return of the
S&P500 over the 50 years is 9.9% (compound inter-
est). That’s dwarfed by Berkshire’s impressive 50-
year average annual return of 19.4 percent. Buffett’s
investment method is called “value investing.” Value
investing is an investment technique in which you
buy stocks that are valued at a discount to the actual
value of the company, sell them when the stock price
returns to its original value, and gain a profit. Con-
sidering this, the financial crisis in the United States
in 2008, the Lehman Shock, seemed to be a golden
opportunity for Buffett to invest.

Buffett owns about 22% of Kraft Heinz, 16% of Wells
Fargo, 13% of Coca-Cola, 10% of IBM and 7.5% of

Kraftdeinz

American Express. They are called the “BIG4 of Buf-
fett”. “Wells Fargo” is headquartered in San Fran-
cisco, California, and is a financial institution with
the largest number of branches in the United States,
which is based in the west. As of 2018, it was the
third largest bank in the United States, with subsidiar-
ies in Canada, the Northern Mariana Islands, and the
West Indies.
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Here, I would like to take a look at the actual situation that
can be said to be surprising of “the world’s best investor”.
Buffett, who has been on the top 10 richest men in the
world for more than four and-a-half centuries, is careless
about what he wears and has a “filling is enough” attitude
about what he eats. Also, he started investing when he was
only 11 years old.

When asked what it takes to be a successful investor, he
said, “Read books.” and added, “Invest in small amounts.”
When deciding to invest, it is not influenced by public
reputation, authority, or the recommendation of others. He
says that “thinking and acting on one’s own” is the basis of
everything. However, it is difficult for ordinary people to
make the very simple and clear “intellectual effort” that is
taken for granted.There seems to be a difference between
those who have achieved success as a big investor and
those who have not.

Speaking of “intellectual effort,” I would also like to men-
tion Buffett’s former schoolteacher, Benjamin Graham.
Graham says that the idea that “the return of an investment
is determined by how much risk you take™ is questionable.
He says that the problem is not how much risk you take,
but how much “intellectual effort” you put into the invest-
ment.
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There is an episode like this. When Buffett was a
student, he ate and drank with investor Lewis Green
on the way back from attending the shareholders’
meeting of the company he bought shares from. At
this point, Buffett was asked, “Why did you buy that
stock?” He said it was because Graham, whom he
respected, had bought the company’s stock. Buffett,
who went to Columbia University where Graham
taught, was greatly influenced by him. But when Mr.
Green heard this, he said, “Do you buy because peo-
ple recommend you? Boy, you know. You make your
own investments. This time, [’'m not going to get an
out yet, but I’'m going to get a strike.”

That’s when Mr. Buffett learned something very
important. It is very important to think and make de-
cisions for yourself, not to copy someone else. That’s
probably why he says that if you can’t write a single
essay on the subject of “Why are you buying this
company,” you should stop even buying one share.

He made it clear that “Japan is the biggest investment
destination outside the U.S.” Especially, the owner-
ship ratio of each of the 5 major trading companies in
Japan is 7.4 percent. It is calculated to hold 1.9 trillion
yen of Japanese stocks. Why Japanese stocks? First
of all, it seems to be a management strategy to hedge
risks by diversifying investment destinations. Because
90% of his investments are in U.S. stocks, even if he
believes in the growth of the U.S., too much concen-
tration increases risk. And the second reason is that it
is good value.
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We are interested in the fact that the investment ratio
of the five major trading companies is set at the same
7.4%. What do you think this means? It is a tactic to
make 5 trading companies compete with each other.
Every trading company wants Mr. Buffett to invest.
So every trading company works hard to improve its
performance. It will eventually lead to an increase in
Mr. Buffett’s investment performance. That’s a great
strategy. It could be called an artistic investment.
Because he can draw wonderful pictures in reality, not
in our imagination.

The next candidate for the long-term holding was
Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. (TSMC),
which invested 4.1 billion dollars in 2020, but actu-
ally sold this stock in 2022. The reason was that

he should change his geopolitical evaluation while
praising “management is the best in the world.” It is
the result of the decision that the risk of investment
would be too big if an emergency occurred in Taiwan.
As we learn about Buffett’s thinking, we realize that

we can only be a top-notch investor if we consider the
risks that always lurk behind huge investments.

Finally, I would like to introduce you to Buffett’s say-
ings that can be used for our investment.

1. As an “investment destination,” “Do not invest

in companies that you do not understand” and “It is
important to make things that everyone wants”

2. Regarding the “timing of buying and selling,” “Be
afraid when people are greedy, be greedy when people
are afraid.”

3. Regarding the “holding stance,” “If you don’t in-
tend to hold for 10 years, don’t hold for 10 minutes.”
4. Regarding “risk management”, which is the most
important thing as an investor, “Anything can happen
in this world” and “Only when the tide has gone can
we know who was swimming naked”.

I would be happy if there are any tips for investing.
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The aging of existing infrastructure has become a
major national problem. During the period of rapid
economic growth that began in the 1960s, roads,
bridges, water supply and sewerage systems, and

social infrastructure such as schools were constructed.

For example, the Metropolitan Expressway, which
was opened in 1964 when the Olympic Games were
held in Japan, is 60 years old, and many others have
exceeded 50 years of service life and are due to be
rebuilt, reinforced, or repaired.These facts mean that
potential risk factors for serious accidents are built
into our daily lives. For example, in 2012, ceilings
collapsed in the Sasago Tunnel of the Chuo Express-
way (Yamanashi Pref.), causing many casualties.

This caused a shock to society and became a major
social problem. In fact, this aging of social infrastruc-
ture is a problem in the form of traffic congestion
even in foreign countries across the sea. According

to TomTom, a major map service in the Netherlands,
among large cities with a population of more than

8 million, the roads in London were the most con-
gested in 2022. New York, Paris, and Tokyo were also
among the top ten cities. The average time it took a
car to go 10 kilometers in the center of a city was 36
minutes and 20 seconds in London and 24 minutes
and 30 seconds in New York. The essential reason is
the aging of infrastructure. For example, the George
Washington Bridge, which connects Manhattan in
central New York and New Jersey. During the morn-
ing and evening rush hours, commuters from New
Jersey are gathering from multiple branching roads,
causing heavy traffic jams. This bridge was opened in
1931, and 100 years ago, this traffic jam was not even
expected at all. In addition, in the United States, infra-
structure repair costs are insufficient, and the Council
on Foreign Relations, a think tank, reported in 2021
that the delay in infrastructure development and the
rise in repair costs are actually weighing on economic
growth.
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The introduction of a traffic congestion tax is one
way to eliminate traffic jams. As early as 2024 in
New York, a traffic congestion tax will be introduced
as a transit fee for people who drive into some areas
of central Manhattan. As a congestion tax, it seems

to be charged up to 23 dollars per time during peak
hours. This is expected to reduce the inflow of cars by
15-20%. Another effective method is “road pricing,”
in which rates are adjusted according to the time of
day. At the time of the Tokyo Olympic and Paralym-
pic Games, as a measure to ease traffic congestion on
the Metropolitan Expressway, an additional charge
was added to the basic charge during the daytime.

As a result, it has been verified that traffic volume on
holidays has decreased by about 30% compared to the
same period of 18 years.

If a traffic jam is left unattended, it will be filled with
exhaust gas, which will further damage the environ-

ment. In order to achieve “net zero,” the goal set by
developed countries to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions to virtually zero by 2050, we need to work to-
gether to further promote measures to improve traffic
congestion. As global average temperatures con-
tinue to set new records, damage caused by extreme
weather such as heat waves and heavy rain is expand-
ing, and it is believed that the problem of traffic jams
could further exacerbate environmental degradation.

Infrastructure is an English word derived from Latin.
It means facilities that are developed as the founda-
tion of our daily lives. There are various facilities that
serve as the foundation of industries, such as roads,
bridges, water supply and sewerage systems, railways,
power grids, ports, and dams. This social infrastruc-
ture plays a role in supporting economic activities and
livelihoods over the long term.
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Since ancient times, the development of social infra-
structure has been a very important policy project that
influences the development of countries and regions.
In the history of mankind, there is an example of the
ancient Roman Empire. Ancient Romans developed
roads in a mesh to activate the traffic of people and
things. They created the ancient city by developing
social infrastructure such as bridges, water supply,
bullfighting pits, and public ports. At that time, some
of the roads and waterworks of the facilities are still
alive today, and the ancient Romans are called the
“father of infrastructure”.

“Public works projects”, in which the national gov-
ernment invests its budget to develop social infra-
structures, also have a major aspect as a counter-cy-
clical measure. In Japan, a huge amount of money has
been invested in the development of social infra-
structures as a counter-cyclical measure. However,

in major cities and regions across the country, social
infrastructures have been developed over a wide area,
the big economic effects we had in the past are fading

away. In addition, with the declining birthrate, aging
population, and declining population, Japan’s fiscal
situation has turned extremely severe. In the future,
therefore, the issue will be how to reduce the cost of
maintaining and realizing social infrastructure.

In 2014, the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Trans-
port and Tourism formulated the “Infrastructure Life
Extension Plan” ahead of other ministries and agen-
cies. In 2014, the Japan Expressway Company, the
Japan Water Agency, and the Urban Renaissance
Agency also completed the formulation of action
plans. For example, since FY 2004, the Ministry

of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism has
inspected all bridges on national highways under its
direct control once every five years. Since July 2014,
all road administrators have been required to visually
inspect all bridges and tunnels once every five years.
Looking at the inspection in 2014, 8% of bridges and
13% of tunnels have been inspected, and the annual
target of 20% has almost been achieved in the five
year plan.
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However, the achievement rate of the target was very
low at 12% for other expressway companies, 11% for
prefectures and government-designated cities, and
6% for municipalities. I think it is important to reduce
maintenance and implementation costs for the realiza-
tion of social infrastructure development, the active
utilization of “PFI” (Private Finance Initiative). PF1 is
a method to utilize private funds and operation know-
how from construction to maintenance, management,
and operation of social infrastructure. Compared with
the case where the government implements it, it can
be expected that maintenance and management costs
can be reduced while quality is maintained by private
ingenuity. In addition to the fact that the existing so-
cial infrastructure is aging, it is necessary for all citi-
zens to deepen discussions and teach the future how
social infrastructure should be in the context of major
changes in the social structure such as the declining
birthrate, aging population, and population decline.
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Until now, excessive working hours at doctors’ workplac-
es have often been discussed in the Diet as a violation of
the Labor Standards Act. As for the management system
of doctors’ working hours, the upper limit of overtime
work will be applied from April 2024. The provisions of
the Labor Standards Law have been applied to ordinary
companies for a long time. But Improvements in the
management of doctors’ working hours have not been
undertaken.

EEIDEE A E
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Reforming the way doctors work
- Doctors’ overtime hours “2024 problem” -

2023/11/08

47



48

EHA A EBREEORRG IR OUEHEICDNT. C
NFCSERBOYTHRISNTEIREATT
M, RIS Z &7 BRAZ IR DR B h L
BEENBHTE T BFINTBERTANFEBILT
WAHTEN UERHLILTWAEEZLNE T,
UG, BEIEREE DY — U 13 24 5 RA R AV Bk
ENBGHEHZ LMD, I FHERIRE DT
B RE 72 7 R LIS IR - CTIE LRSI R A L 5t
BB B HELOFTRATT,

FHC 208~ 30R D7 TRl D IR F7 (@) Vi g
LU THD, EREFA TIE LEM S 720 6 i
[E~66IF L > TOER LT B AL TED S
NI 40N 72 R E B L TV SHENHDE
9o RN R 7a 8IS X2 T =ik
KR AANCIERE 9 2 HAERDIK FIC BT

BLTVEEEAONT T, Kic, HEABOERRE
fhroE(bE i TERFITH T 2 DM Ao Nz
ELERBILGANDREZAMEL>TVET,

20 1 THE I R AR 7 & (X E B D BT E oV o7 B Y Fg
AT BHBEFHELTOE LT, ZORFIEMHE
R ABEEE DBE LD | DI TE % b X
WK ANBDEDIRN D IhRISEIZ Hd TV zA
T9 1, TIWOANFAEDE K TERFEF ED
MR ELTWV2DTHIR, 8RR %
T=DITIINTFEMERUCERI— AN Y720 D&z
BT DA DR E L IR D F T IO ENS
& 2024 A AM ST SN BRI ST E 0 IR
iz rn s M BEERICEBESMT2809
IR REE A,

Regarding the fundamental improvement of the envi-
ronment of medical institutions, until now there has
been a five year grace period. The medical practice
for the patient has been realized by arranging the
staff of various occupations. It is considered that this
fact makes the improvement of the workshop dif-
ficult. Moreover, there are situations that the service
of medical institutions is required to be 24 hours. It is
difficult to operate the working hours of doctors and
nurses correctly and strictly in accordance with the
Labor Standards Law.

In particular, the long working hours of young doctors
in their 20s and 30s have become the norm. In the
field study, the working hour per week is average 61 ~
66 hours. This is far more than the 40 hours per week
stipulated by the Labor Standards Law. Long work-
ing hours are believed to contribute to a decline in

the desire to work due to mental illness and a decline
in the birth rate. In addition, the evolution of medical

technology and the meticulous treatment of patients
have placed a heavy burden on medical practice.

In fiscal 2017, the Ministry of Health, Labor and Wel-
fare conducted a survey on the reasons for doctors’
overtime work. About 70% of the results were “for
emergency response of emergency and hospitalized
patients,” followed by “due to lack of personnel” with
about 30%. So, if the problem of long working hours
is caused by a shortage of workers, in order to solve
the problem, it is necessary to secure workers and re-
duce the burden on each doctor. A delay could signal
that medical institutions will not be able to achieve
their goal of meeting the overtime cap.
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“Act for Partial Revision of the Medical Care Act

to Promote the Securing of Systems to Efficiently
Provide High-Quality and Appropriate Medical Care”
Promulgated in May 2021 is the starting point. The
upper limit of overtime work will be applied from
2024. First, the employer sets the working hours per
week for workers at 40 hours excluding rest periods.
Secondly, the employer is bound by the regulation of
working hours of 8 hours per day excluding rest peri-
ods for working hours of each day in a week. How-
ever, overtime work is permitted as an exception if a
36 agreement (Article 36 of the Labor Standards Act)
is concluded between the employer and the worker.
This upper limit is already in effect for ordinary
companies. Medical institutions need to review their
management system, which has been dependent on
doctors working long hours, and improve their work
environment.

In order to accurately grasp the irregular working
conditions of doctors, proper time management is
required. Compared to ordinary companies, the work-
ing style is very complicated, such as on night duty,

and call duty. As a result, there are many medical
institutions that do not have an adequate grasp of the
working hours of doctors in accordance with the law.
The first factor that can be cited is “difficulty in grasp-
ing the work status of doctors.” Due to the revision of
the Work Style Reform Related Act, it is mandatory
for employers to confirm the starting and finishing
times of work by the following methods.

(a) A method in which the user confirms it by himself
/ herself and records it appropriately

(b) A method of properly recording the usage time of
a time card, IC card, or personal computer, etc.

However, in many medical institutions, there are quite
a lot of cases where doctors leave their working hours
to their own declaration or they manage their working
hours by daily reports such as papers.
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Second, it is “complex to manage working condi-
tions.” Medical institutions are organized in such a
way that different types of workers from each special-
ized field, such as doctors, nurses, care workers, vari-
ous types of professional engineers, and even general
workers, coexist. There are various ways of working
such as night shift, night duty and 3 shift system. For
example, with regard to shifts, they must comply with
the legal limit of “night duty once a week,” and in
addition to the request for leave from each employee,
they must create work rules and placement standards
that are not biased. It takes time to make a shift at
medical institutions that make a work shift table with
papers or Excel files.

The third is, “It takes time to sum up working hours.”
For example, “it takes time to create a shift and
respond to Form 9.” “Form 9” is a table that must be
submitted for notification of facility standards and
daily management when claiming basic hospitaliza-
tion fees or specific hospitalization fees. The accu-

racy of Form 9 is an important factor in determin-

ing whether or not a patient can be charged a basic
hospitalization fee. Therefore, the accuracy of work
shift table and actual attendance management has a
significant effect. So, in recent years, the number of
medical institutions that have created “Form 9 using
various systems has increased, but there seems to be
still room for improvement. This is not to say that any
attendance management system that can “properly
grasp working hours” is good.

Is there any way to solve these problems? Here is

an example of achieving a “significant reduction in
overtime work due to medical DX (digital transfor-
mation).” Y Hospital (257 beds) in Ehime Prefecture
plays the role of a regional core hospital. It has 23
clinical departments. It handles secondary emergen-
cies for seriously injured patients, and also has wards
for convalescence and palliative care.
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Y Hospital has succeeded in reducing working hours through

DX. First, a nurse takes a video with a smartphone of an elderly
patient walking slowly in the hallway. When they finish recording
the video, they immediately post it on the staff’s chat from there.

In addition, they capture the important points and the dynamic
situation of assistance. This allows information to be handed over
from the day worker to the night worker. Also, doctors look at the
posted videos and use them to judge things like, “I think he can
leave the hospital soon.” The physiotherapist uses them as reference
materials for making a rehabilitation menu.

In fact, the system reduced nurses’ in-hospital travel distance (1
week) from 8 km before introduction to 3 km after introduction. If
they spend less time traveling, they can spend more time interacting
with patients. When you can’t visit your family, they can show this
video to your family, or they can send the videos to your family’s
home. In addition, home-visit nurses can communicate with patients
in real time through a microphone while sending images from a
camera at the nurse’s hand to the doctor in charge at the hospital.

Y Hospital started DX in 2017. The beginning of the introduction
was that the number of neurosurgeons decreased from 2 to 1 and
the number of full-time doctors became 1. Unavoidably, Y Hospital
introduced a smartphone to facilitate the task shift to secure

the operating time of one doctor, and enabled the medical clerk
(doctor’s administrative assistant) to create documents without
waiting for instructions from the doctor by looking at the chat. It
means that many job categories can move independently. Because
doctors can view patients’ medical records and videos at home
even when they are out of the hospital or on holidays, they can give
precise instructions immediately from that location.

55



56

BETIE YRBHI 2 TORERICTO0EZ - A2 % A
SRR AT L MiiARZz B A LTI b2 2B L
TWE T DXORER Silie TR IRF /457 8 73 R
QOO A Z B ERE N IR N E WS FHIZATT,
B R HCE EMO RN ST D543/ S —k >k
HIRBIC I L T T I ER I DX DTG /5
THRIMICEZBFHNRETHHTEDRHTEHD
S

— 5 T BUE, IS RBEBIAN D T [ D 2 W R
Il Tl ZERM O 3ENANE T NAST N EE LRI 7R A
T4 85 2B 1 Ui S R —E ZDE
BRI T ICHERF 212 DXERIIC K B 1/ RX—
T arR GEICK o TUIHRBEOM S - FHfIC K S
FEE ORI EEICIZ>TEZS T,

HITIET A > & ENBEMIGONFHZ LIRET S
& H SO EETIE 8O R D E g Ich e
H 5 MU EFCHER RIS HLED HD L

T35 EZHIIRE LT, R DYESE% 1 860KE
FTRDTVBATT R HREE DFREICK S
&L REO8 1R PAIRBED N AFIFE R TH TR R
D FRRZG [E FIFARERILE DG Z T E LT
S

BIAE ALK A e (LT 1 EhH5EERT900 A D
6E| 282 %1600 NS DWW CREIILEZ HiZ5E LT
WE T, AT IS ERIA E O 2 < T 9
DL EOBIHSIE D AR R SO E BRI H
LTV 2 AT R, IS, RIE AR X i
DOEAEDUTEIRS T Tz, —HROEwEEA VT
AV EALTOELTC AREEEHLTE
AR MIRDNER IR E LR LIS E L TVWAAT
T 72T A ERD AT 2 —D D HICIE,
ERDOINAZ1FHE VS EHIEHEHATI, T
IS ERICIE NS D DD HiZ[HIRFIC
RSB WS — R T AMEEN P TNS
FRICHRZE 9,

At present, Y Hospital has achieved efficiency by
distributing more than 700 smartphones and tablets
to all staff. As a result of the DX, no doctor in the
hospital works more than 900 hours of overtime per
year. They succeeded in reducing the overtime work
of nurses by 43 percent on average. It proves that it is
possible to dramatically change the working environ-
ment by using DX.

On the other hand, it is difficult for 30 percent of
doctors to comply with the law at university hospitals
where many doctors are transferred to local medical
institutions. In order to maintain the quality and quan-
tity of medical services while preventing overwork,
innovation through the adoption of DX and, in some
cases, management efficiency through the integration
and reorganization of hospitals will become impor-
tant.

If the criterion for linking worker’s death by over-
work of 960 hours per year is the upper limit, it will
be 80 hours per month. Despite that, there are special
measures for community medical care and emergency
medical care, and they allow up to 1860 hours of

overtime per year with the 35th year as the deadline.
According to a survey by the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, almost all of
the 81 university hospitals nationwide are planning to
apply for special treatment to raise the upper limit of
overtime hours.

For example, the Tohoku University Hospital (Sendai-
city) has applied for special treatment for about 600
doctors, more than 60% of its 900 doctors. There

are many underpopulated areas in the Tohoku re-
gion where there is a shortage of doctors, and more
than 90 percent of working doctors are sent to other
medical institutions on weekends. It’s true that the
Tohoku University Hospital has introduced online
medical care for some diseases in order to reduce

the burden on doctors as much as possible, and they
are also trying to support the preparation of letters of
introduction for doctors using Al. However, one of
the purposes of the doctor’s secondment is actually to
earn an income for the doctor. Therefore, in regional
medicine, these two objectives are achieved at the
same time. At a glance, they seem to have conflicting
aspects.
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On the other hand, let’s look at the case of Kobe Uni-
versity Hospital (Kobe City). The hospital proposed
to the prefecture the reorganization of hospitals with
few doctors. In fact, in the 10 years since fiscal 2013,
about 20 public and private hospitals have been inte-
grated, and 10 large-scale hospitals have been newly
established. By integration, the number of doctors in
each hospital will naturally increase, so the burden of
transferring personnel to underpopulated areas will be
reduced. In fact, the number of doctors working in the
prefecture increased by more than 20 percent from
11600 in 08 to about 14500 in 2020. As a result, the
number of people applying for special treatment at
Kobe University Hospital has been reduced to about
40, less than 5 percent of the total.

According to the report of the Ministry of Health,
Labor and Welfare in 2018, the number of doctors
per 100 hospital beds in Japan is 17.9. Sweden has
165.2, the UK has 106.9, and the US has 90.9. What
this means is that in the case of Japan, there are many
small and medium-sized hospitals, and the number of
doctors is wide and thin. This is also considered to be

one of the factors behind doctors’ long working hours.

I think that it is an urgent issue to realize the digitiza-
tion of medical care sites and improve the efficiency
of operations.
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Cracks are growing in the international community, with Rus-

sia launching a blitzkrieg military invasion of Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022. The world is paying more attention to India’s actions.
Because the position and actions of India, which has the largest
population in the world, have a great influence on the dynamics of
the international community.

First, let’s look at the basic situation about India. India has an
unimaginable amount of land and population. The area of India,
an inverted triangle known as a string of pearls, is approximately
8.7 times that of Japan, and its population is also approximately
11 times that of Japan. The capital city of New Delhi has a popu-
lation of 29 million, much larger than Shanghai’s 26 million and
Sao Paulo and Mexico City’s 22 million. It is also a multi-ethnic
country where various religions coexist, including Hinduism. The
official language is Hindi, but there are 21 other languages used in
each state. English is used as the semi-official language of India.
India is a country where the dialect changes every 15 miles, the
taste of curry changes every 25 miles, and the language changes
every 100 miles.
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Next is Indian history and culture. It is said that
Gautama Maharishi Siddhartha of Buddha attained
enlightenment under the Bodhi Tree. A powerful
Islamic dynasty reigned from the 13th century to the
19th century.

Hinduism sanctifies the cow. Hinduism has had a
great influence on Indian culture and customs. Hindu-
ism inherited the ideology, caste system, and social
system from Brahmanism, which was believed in
ancient India. It has had a great influence on other
religions and cultures. The concepts of “Rinne” and
“Gedatsu” were partly introduced into Buddhism.
“Yoga” originated from a Hindu training method.

About the food culture of India, the curry with various
spices and herbs is famous. Curries are eaten with

naan or chapati in the northern regions, and with rice
in the southern regions. Why was such a difference
in food born? It is thought to be due to the influence
of the vast Indian climate and the culture of Central
Asia.
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Film production is very popular in India. The num-
ber of films produced in India is the largest in the
world. I saw the Indian movie “Bajrangi Bhaijaan”
2015 before. It describes the journey of two people, a
young Indian man and a girl from Pakistan who can-
not speak. There are several characteristics of Indian
movies. The colors are very colorful and glossy.

The story is very simple. We can enjoy the scenery
of India. Especially, the dance music scene is very
attractive. I find it interesting in a different way from
American and Japanese movies. Indian cinema has

a long history and is highly regarded, so it is natural
for Indian cinema to be nominated for an Academy
Award, but it has not been realized. I think that the
reason is the confrontation with the West due to In-
dia’s friendly relations with Russia.

Next, let’s look at the economy. The growth of India
in recent years has been remarkable. In the January-
March quarter of 2023, the economy grew by 6.1%
compared to the same period last year. This was an
unexpected growth. By 2050, India’s nominal GDP is

expected to be the second largest in the world, after
China and surpassing the United States.

The high economic growth of India can be attributed
to three factors. One of them is, after all, the large
population. The population of India has surpassed
that of China, and now it has a huge population of
1,428.6 million. Combined with the world’s largest
population, it is noteworthy for its young population
composition. Looking at the working-age population,
India has entered the demographic bonus period, and
with rising wages and improving living standards, the
Indian economy can greatly be expected to improve
in the future. Over the past 30 years, India has been
experiencing very strong economic growth, with GDP
per capita jumping 3.45 times. On the other hand,
looking at the data for 2019, it can be seen that more
than 600 million people in India live on less than 3.65
dollars a day. In other words, India is a country with
great potential for improving economic growth and
people’s happiness in the future.
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On the other hand, it is worth noting that land trans-
portation capacity is not keeping up with the increase
in the number of people and goods that support In-
dia’s economic growth. At present, the Modi adminis-
tration is working to modernize the road and railway
network by actively introducing private capital. In-
frastructure development is expected to have a ripple
effect on the economy. In addition, the Modi admin-
istration has implemented a central bank interest rate
cut and a large-scale corporate tax cut. Due to the risk
of China’s supply chain, companies around the world
are shifting their production bases to India.

At present, the United States is increasingly con-
cerned about China’s military deployment in ad-
vanced semiconductors, artificial intelligence (Al),
quantum technology, and related technologies. India
is regarded as a very attractive country to replace
China as a supplier of parts in the supply chain, a
base of innovation, and a business partner.

Let me explain about the U.S. sanctions against Chi-
na. On August 9, 2023, the U.S. announced a broad

ban on Chinese investment in the United States in
high-tech fields. In addition to restrictions on people
and goods, the U.S. has expanded restrictions to in-
clude investment. In particular, the U.S. has in princi-
ple banned cutting-edge semiconductors and quantum
technologies, and has also banned Al technologies
related to the military. The U.S. has restricted stock
investment in certain Chinese companies related to
military and surveillance technologies.However, this
time, it is worth noting that the scope of the ban has
been broadened to include direct investments. The
U.S. government has a system for screening domestic
investments from foreign companies, and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment in the United States
(CFIUS) scrutinizes notifications and can block them
if it sees them as a threat to national security. The
Chinese government is naturally opposed to this, and
the Ministry of Commerce claimed in a statement by
its spokesperson on the next day (the 10th) that “the
United States is dividing itself in the field of invest-
ment while talking about derisking.”
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The U.S. government and Congress believe that the future
world order will be determined by whether the United States
or China holds the hegemony of advanced technologies. In
October, 2022, the United States banned the export of ad-
vanced semiconductor and manufacturing technologies, and
it also prohibits people with American nationality from work-
ing for Chinese semiconductor companies. It is even pressing
them to give up their nationality if they continue to work.

In the past, when China turned to modernization, the United
States supported China’s development with a lot of support,
such as the release of technology and manufacturing facili-
ties. However, that action created the world’s second larg-
est economy, which threatened the United States as well. It
was far from what the United States had originally planned.
This means that no one expected China to grow so much and
become a great power.

According to the Rhodium Group, a U.S. research firm, the
amount of U.S. investment in China halved in 2022 com-
pared to a decade ago. On the other hand, a U.S. Department
of Commerce study found that Chinese investment in the
United States also plummeted. Restrictions on U.S. invest-
ment in China will not only deal a blow to the stagnant Chi-
nese economy, but will also affect the U.S. economy. Until
now, restrictions have been postponed due to opposition from
the business community, which fears the loss of business
opportunities. The U.S. is calling for similar measures to be
introduced in its allies and friends. The European Union and
the United Kingdom are already considering them. How will
Japan, which is not familiar with security, respond?
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By the way, India still does not condemn the fact of
the Russian military invasion of Ukraine and main-
tains friendly relations with Moscow. It is aligned
with Japan, the United States, and Australia within
the framework of the Quad, but it seems to be deter-
mined to be neutral between the West and Russia.

In August 2023, Japan, the United States, Australia,
and India conducted a joint exercise called “Mala-
bar” in Australia. The purpose of the exercise is to
check China’s maritime expansion in the Indo-Pacif-
ic region and to strengthen solidarity. The exercise
was conducted in waters east of Australia with the
participation of 2,000 people. The exercise began
in 1992 as a bilateral exercise between the United
States and India. Amid growing concerns about
China’s maritime expansion, Japan, the United
States, Australia, and India joined in 2020 as a joint
maritime exercise. India participated for the first
time in 13 years.

In June 2023, Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi visited the United States, marking a major
step forward in military cooperation between the
two countries. The plan calls for joint production
of fighter aircraft engines and an increase in the

number of Indian bases for repairing U.S. warships.
In July of the same year, Modi visited France, where
he decided to purchase 26 carrier-based aircraft and
three submarines. More than half of India’s weapons
are currently Russian-made, probably because Rus-
sia finds it difficult to supply them to other countries
due to its invasion of Ukraine, and because it is
skeptical about the performance of Russian-made
weapons. If the same weapons are to be procured, it
is only natural that they be selected for their superior
performance.

In fact, the supply of Russian-made components has
begun to slow down, according to the Indian Minis-
try of Defense. Because weapons are heavily used in
a very harsh environment, they are forced to replace
parts frequently. As India continues to modernize its
military, it is counting on Japan. On July 28, 2023,
the Japan-India Forum on the Economy and Security
was held in New Delhi with the foreign ministers
and experts of the two countries. At the forum,
Foreign Minister Jaishankar called for mutual coop-
eration in all areas, including the economy, supply
chains, digital technology, critical technologies, and
maritime security.
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However, if India wants to be a semi-ally of the
United States, Europe, and Japan, it is definitely not.
There are three reasons for this.

1. The country’s defense system is the top priority
of its armed forces. Because of the history of being
a British colony, the bitter experience of the colonial
period has led to distrust of Europe.

2. They want to be an independent country. They
don’t want to be tied up in an alliance with another
country. If they become an ally, there is a risk that
they will be involved in an international conflict that
they don’t want. “The kind of alliances we had during
the Cold War don’t fit in with the world today,” said
Ranvir Singh. “It’s easier to respond to geopolitical
challenges through practical partnerships and a focus
on concrete issues.”

3. India and China have repeatedly clashed in border
disputes. It is obvious that China will strongly oppose
the formation of an alliance with the United States
and other countries. The possibility of rising tensions

and the inability to control risks can be foreseen. Even
if India has become a nuclear power while increasing
its armaments, it is inferior to China in terms of over-
all quantity. The environment is very different from
that of Japan, which is protected by the U.S. nuclear
umbrella.

If India deepens its friendly relations with the West
too much, Russia may get angry and stop supply-

ing parts for weapons. In order to introduce weapons
from the West, it takes a considerable amount of time
and money to deploy and train them. Therefore, Japan
needs to deal with India’s diplomacy and defense
cooperation with due consideration of India’s inner
reality.
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If India-Russia relations run out of steam in the future,
India-West cooperation could very well take a sudden
turn. Prime Minister Modi should not feel good about
Moscow’s current invasion of Ukraine, which is disturb-
ing the stability of the world order. Western countries
will have to be a little more patient with a view that the
passage of time will change this situation.

Combined with the effects of the climate crisis, the
coronavirus and the financial crisis, countries around the
world have moved to strengthen their economic resil-
ience and avoid dependence on other countries in critical
industries such as defense, energy and manufacturing.
Until now, the world has been rather active in linking.
The world has sought free market access, and goods and
services have moved freely around the world. However,
we are now in an extremely special and complex relation-
ship. The world economy is not completely linked, or on
the contrary, it is not located in a complete division. It is
truly in a mixed partnership. If I had to pick one, would it
be the uncertainty of the partnership between Russia and
China and the West?
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What does this mean for India in the near future?
India’s trade with the United States amounts to $ 100
billion a year, but its trade with neighboring China

is twice that amount. India will continue to actively
promote trade with both the United States and China.

Looking back on history, it can be said that coop-
eration with other countries is indispensable for the
Indian technology industry. The technology industry
in India began to grow after the 1990s. This period
was also a period when India emerged as a leading
player in the outsourcing industry in the world. The

background is that technology education at the Indian

Institute of Technology was established after the
1950s, and it succeeded in producing a large number
of high-skilled technology human resources. With
abundant labor, low cost, and the advantage of Eng-

lish being one of the official languages, India will be
able to further demonstrate its strength as an interna-
tional IT services company. I hope that the growth of
India, a free economic nation, as a world power will
also contribute to world peace and stability.
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Hymns of Mount Fuiji

- KATSUSHIKA Hokusai

Proud masterpieces shine through time -
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I would like to speak under the title of “Fugaku no
Sanka” (Hymns of Mount Fuji), which is close to the
ukiyo-e artist KATSUSHIKA Hokusai. The 1950s
was exactly the time when I was an elementary school
student. The basis of compulsory education at that
time was the time when reading, writing, abacus, and
moral education were very important. The calligraphy
(writing), abacus (calculation), and moral education
that I learned as an elementary school student at that
time are now being utilized and continue to greatly
support my life. In a civilized society that continues
to evolve, the education I received until around the
age of 15 has become an eternal lifeblood. There is

a saying that “Strike while the iron is hot,” but the
basic form of human formation is, after all, fostered in
childhood.

I was good at watercolor painting when [ was an
elementary school student. The works I drew at that
time passed the town convention, the county conven-
tion, and even the prefectural convention. Speaking
of watercolor painting, [ remember when I was in the
fifth grade of elementary school, and I remember that

the season is autumn in October. After school, I went
out with my classmates to draw a picture based on the
scenery of autumn leaves on a crimson-colored river,
with the Ishizakagawa, which is 20 to 30 meters wide
and flows about 20 minutes on foot from the elemen-
tary school, crossing the river with the Takata area as
the background. For positioning, I cross the river with
my student pants rolled up above my knees, aiming at
the big stone that sits on the sandbar of the river. Even
in southern countries, the sunset in autumn is early.

After the drawing was completed and the coloring
had progressed a little, I went home around five in the
evening. | was crossing from the sandbar to the riv-
erbank. Then, I got my foot caught in the slimy algae
stuck to the stones at the bottom of the river, and fell
into the river. Naturally, I got wet all over. I reached
my school and told my homeroom teacher how things
were going. Then, he said, “Your body will get wet
and cold,” so he lent me a cardigan and various
clothes to change from the teacher’s dormitory near
where the teacher lived. I think his wife probably
prepared them.
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Then, when I got home at night, I told my mother
what had happened. A few days later, I brought the
laundry, rice and vegetables I had harvested at home
to my teacher. So, even after | became a member of
society, | was still very interested in painting, but |
was so busy that I couldn’t get to the point of paint-
ing.

KATSUSHIKA Hokusai (1760 - 1849) was an ukiyo-
e artist of the late Edo era. He was one of the repre-
sentatives of the Kasei culture of the time. His repre-
sentative works include “thirty six Views of Mount
Fuji” and “Hokusai Manga.” He left over 34000
works throughout his life, including historical figures,
natural scenery such as waves, winds, and rain, and
fictional creatures.Hokusai’s style of painting spread
far and wide to Europe, where he gained worldwide
fame. In particular, he had a great influence on Euro-
pean art in the latter half of the 19th century.

He appeared in the art world from 1779 (when he was
19 years old), when he studied under the ukiyo-e artist
Shunsho Katsukawa. He worked as an artist of the
Kachigawa school for about 15 years, until 1794. His
first three works, including “Kinno-cho” in Yoshi-
wara Hosomi and “Kashiku Iwai Hanshiro” were
painted under the name of Shunro Katsukawa. The
period from his study under Shunsho Katsukawa to
around 1781 can be said to be the period of training.
The works of this period are characterized by rough-
ness and awkwardness in the expression of people.
The style shows that he is trying to learn to accept the
style of other schools such as Shigemasa Kitao.
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Hokusai called himself “Katsushika Hokusai” from
1805 to 1809. At that time, he changed into a dy-
namic and bold style strongly influenced by Chinese
painting. This change can be attributed to the shift
in the Edo period from Kyoka to Yomihon, when he
began to devote himself to the creation of illustra-
tions. In 1810, Hokusai published his first wood-
block painting, “Onoga, Bakamuramuda, Jiezu-
zukushi,” in which he used the pen name “Taito.” It
was used until 1819. It was the appearance of what
is called a modern series. Hokusai began to devote
himself to the creation of painting models around
this time, and this trend continued until his later
years.

There are three hypotheses about this factor. One is
that “with the increase in the number of disciples,
Hokusai was able to free himself from the complica-
tion of having to draw autograph models each time,”
the second is that “with the intention of spreading

Hokusai’s painting style to people other than his
direct disciples,” and the third is that “it was made
into a printed book as a collection of designs for
craftsmen in various fields.”

Hokusai worked under the pen name of litsu from
1820 to 1833. The period of litsu was divided into
the early period and the late period. It was the period
when he produced landscape woodblock prints

such as “thirty six Views of Mount Fuji”, which can
be said to be a representative work of Hokusai. It
can be said that it was the period that symbolized
Hokusai, a painter. The early period of litsu is said
to have been from the end of the Bunsei era to the
beginning of the Tenpo era. In particular, the square
works called Shikishiban were published as a set
with multiple paintings on the same theme. It was a
more unified perfection than before.

|
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Hokusai died at the age of 90. He had improved the quality
of his paintings at the age of 75. He was in full bloom in

his later years. According to “Katsushika Hokusai Den,” he
moved 56 times until the age of 75, and moved 93 times in
his life. However, there is no concrete evidence to support
this. As for the reasons for his repeated moves, “Katsushika
Hokusai Den” tells us that he moved with his daughter, Oei
(Katsushika Oi) because he concentrated on painting and his
room was in disarray. It also tells us that Hokusai wanted to
die after moving a hundred times like Teramachi Hyakuan.

It is also said that Hokusai was completely indifferent about
food, clothing, and housing, and that he did not tidy up or
clean up his house. He wore rough, hand-woven cotton, and
only wore a sleeveless hanten (a kind of short coat) over
his clothes to keep out the cold. He spent the four seasons
not caring a bit even if his clothes were torn. When he went
out, he used a six feet Tembimbo as a substitute for a cane
and wore a pair of zori (Japanese sandals). He did not wear
geta or setta. He walked while chanting the Hoke-kyo Sutra
to himself, so he was not spoken to by passers-by. As for
food, Hokusai himself did not cook, so he ate only what he
received or bought. He did not drink alcohol, and he did

not care about the brand of tea. He seemed to have a taste
for sweets. As for Hokusai’s reputation, the fact that some
of his works were resold suggests that he enjoyed a certain
level of popularity at the time.




86

ETATALEDIERMHATYID TERESEIIC
FREINTZDIZ199THF6HTL T HiZ DVl
DRIRAT o KBTI EMEED TR L T 72
THFK 7 AT, CTHUSRE) 13552 (19594F) , &
2 ) 1130 (19624F)  JR 1A HE (196 44F) ST
FIRHROIF AR DA D HERIB0FAIL I8
HICEE S EICiEE SN R e i T 58T
TR ROICEZ OFHIAEL LB E AN O
D TEWATICRE E > Tz »H T kidikhE
ER N

T Lz E N OF iz 8 U CIEEIN A s g e N
KB BIREINE ZIREET=D M, 19984 DT A1)
HOMEFED A7 O, [ZD 100 Tid
B Z BT MAD 100 N DB IEH
ICREVWATT . CORHEDOXFDEHEZICEKS
7 — b OEFHTILFIZ86MI L IR TV T HA
ANELTI9tHRdDmZRE LU THE—F A LEL
1zo CORERIZIEFICREREZ 2 E > THANE
ZBNTZATT R, COFIZENDSIFOHERHMN

ZHARICEEN T BHEE ST AT,

EFOREKNED—D LR >TVBTHE MR
BFIERM=T/N5246XDOT DI KAATT 13,
DFETTYURRES (DD S50 EW) Gl TR E
TIEEHINS) LI FER (AR JD=
DIFZREMHINTONEL T, 46 KFP DI DB
THZERARZ@E U TREILHFCHISENTVS
JZFDIREETT,

CORENED—DTH AR Z HihC
BT 2L T, £5TRRDOPTHEIN L.
ZDREOH TEREENS DS, ZD KB DU
A SENME NSRS LILERE T 580D,
AR EITEI W ORI ZI>TNBATT 1. 1D
RO TR KA BIRENS BRI E ED
WA LTINS E LI ORERR, frE IO A G
DODEIERZEDOLDOXRBITE LAZGZAE T, L
LR FAIOKBEIE N LIzE DLz iikd 2
MORRICHIZIAALTOE T,

Hokusai’s works were first designated as Important
Cultural Properties in June 1997. It was only recently
that his works were designated as them. The “Ukiyo-e
Drawings” owned by the Osaka City Museum of Fine
Arts. Compared to the works of other Edo-era clam
digging artists such as Shunsho Katsukawa (1959),
Kitagawa Utamaro (1962), and Utagawa Hiroshige
(1964), which were designated as Important Cultural
Properties in the latter half of the 1955 s, Hokusai’s
works were evaluated too late. Hokusai’s domestic
evaluation was extremely low.

It was the project of the American magazine “Life”

in 1998 that turned Hokusai into an overwhelm-

ingly well-known and popular painter. It was greatly
influenced by the fact that “The 100 Greatest Painters
of the Past 100 Years.” Hokusai was ranked 86th in a
survey conducted by experts from various fields. He
was the only Japanese artist from the 19th century

to be ranked. The results were brought to Japan with
great surprise. This brought a reevaluation of Hokusai
from abroad to Japan.

One of Hokusai’s most famous works, “The Great
Wave off Kanagawa,” is one of the 46 “Fugaku San-
jurokkei” (thirty six Views of Mount Fuji). In addi-
tion, “Kaifu Kaisei” (also known as “Red Fuji”) and
“Sankahakuu” (White Rain at the Foot of Mt. Fuji)
are called the three major Yakumono. These are the
masterpieces of the 46 works, and are Hokusai’s most
widely known works throughout the world.

If you look closely at the Great Wave off the Coast
of Kanagawa Prefecture, you will see that it has a
different and opposite composition. It consists of a
big wave swirling in a big storm, three boats rolling in
the big wave, and a small Mt. Fuji far away from the
big wave. The movement of the boat as if it is about
to be swallowed by the big wave due to the swell of
the wave, the land line of the small Mt. Fuji in the
far distance, the combination of stillness and move-
ment gives suffering to the expression of the mind of
the viewer. Moreover, the big wave at the very front
depicts the Yukigesho Mt. Fuji as if to make fun of it.
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I’ve studied Hokusai’s paintings from all angles, and
I’ve come to the conclusion that there are these two
large and small Mount Fuji. This is my dogmatism
and prejudice, but [ don’t see it in any of the many
documents that study Hokusai. I’d like to have a little
hope that one day Hokusai’s researchers will take it

up.

Therefore, the composition of this picture is thought
to be roughly divided into four parts: the big waves,
the three boats, the Mt. Fuji seen in the distance, and
the Mt. Fuji of the waves in the very front. It is com-
pleted with the title of the book written by Hokusai in
the upper left corner. Mt. Fuji of the big waves in the
front of the picture is a sacred mountain that repre-
sents Japan, and the beauty of the mountain with its
endless foothills symbolizes the eternity of this coun-
try. From this point of view, where Mt. Fuji should
originally be expressed in a large size, it is expressed
in a small size. However, by using the rough waves in
the very front, Mt. Fuji is intentionally expressed in
the shape of waves. There seems to be a lot to learn
in the method of conveying its existence implic-

itly to the viewer. This work went to Europe in the
late 1870s, and the impressionist painter Van Gogh

praised it, and this had a great influence on European
artists.

The Great Wave off the Coast of Kanagawa is nick-
named the “Great Wave” in Europe and the United
States. It has been reproduced in various products,
quoted in parodies and comics, and used as an emoji
on your smartphone. It is now one of the most fa-
mous icons in the world. When people hear the name
Hokusai, they think, “Oh, that big wave picture.” It is
a representative work.

However, the evaluation of the Great Wave in Europe
and the United States was surprisingly not that high.
Rather, it was the “Hokusai Manga” that was evalu-
ated in Europe and the United States one step earlier
than “Fugaku Sanjurokkei.” When Hokusai was 73
years old, part of this long-selling painting model was
reprinted in two kinds of books published in Europe,
such as Siebold’s book “Japan” in the early 1830s.
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The “Great Wave off the Coast of Kanagawa” design
has been adopted for the cover of the new 1,000 yen
note issued by the Bank of Japan from 2024. It has
already been adopted for the design of passports since
2020. The reason is, of course, that Mt. Fuji is depict-
ed in the picture, but the most important element is
the detailed spray of the Great Wave. I think it is very
effective in using it to prevent counterfeiting of bills.

By the way, 90% of Edgeworthia chrysantha of the
plants used for the ingredients are currently pro-
cured from abroad in Nepal. According to the Bank
of Japan, the budget for “banknote production” for
FY2023 is expected to be 61.9 billion yen. By the
way, do you know how much each banknote is made
from? It is about 20.4 yen. The original cost of 18.1
yen in FY2021 has increased by 13 percent. Since

1879, durable Edgeworthia chrysantha with long
fibers has been used as one of the raw materials. The
proportion of domestic production of it is less than
10% in FY2022. In a sense, it can be said that even
our money is made in foreign countries.This has been
produced in Okayama and Tokushima Prefectures so
far. The decrease in the number of farmers and the
contraction of the cultivation area brought about such
a result. It is surprising that the theme of Hokusai on
the radio program extends to the topic of Japanese pa-
per money. This is also because there is the inexhaust-
ible power of the greatness of Hokusai’s Ukiyoe.
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Now, we may have an image of Hokusai as a genius
ukiyo-e artist with smooth sailing in his life, but there
was actually a time when Hokusai had such a hard
time that he even thought of quitting his career as an
artist. It was the time when Hokusai was active as a
disciple of Shunsho Katsukawa, an Ukiyo-e¢ artist,
calling himself Haruro Katsukawa. In the world of art
such as tea ceremony and flower arrangement, there
are several schools and they compete with each other
to express their beauty. As a painter, Hokusai eagerly
learned various painting methods from other schools,
such as the Kano school, the Tosa school, and the
Tsutsumi school, in order to aim higher. However, it
was forbidden for a painter of one school to learn the
painting method of another school at that time. There
is also a theory that Hokusai’s behavior became a
well-known fact and he was excommunicated from
the Katsukawa school. It was around this time that
Hokusai suffered misfortune. In 1798, when he was
38 years old, he became a popular painter, but his
salary was low. He made a living by selling shichimi
togarashi (a mixture of red pepper and other aromatic
spices). So Hokusai thought he couldn’t make a living
as a painter, and he was driven into a corner until he
decided to quit the profession.

.: b -' ‘P-’.-‘
e

CLOC

== A

o

e

i

S

&
o,

'\ W WO WA | WL WL 5
W WO, Y, W Y

93



94

PRI MR O | TR | & TRRE  Tol) 5
CEMNTEET, WEHEIIIRMMNHE T
DT E T IRICHIBAD THE LIS 7eME—E —D—
MEDDETTI TITHL—m UNMEELENME
Y ©9 S RS 2 B I GHID AV T
HEH U RS RV ABICTFICT EHN
KIWWis AT A, T T TEZHENTZODAKRAR
Wl DFEZ AT R ARRE DT LT P EN SR
boltbENTVELT, —EFEEZL LFTTh
AR MKCTERD EF2HENHRE T W
B KEEERIREICT 2 HEEDET K7
ORI DF [E FFICERELESTHS LD
FERTEAURIC TR EE T, TTH ST ORI
DOHANC Ko T AL RERISIE AR O 7 AT
INRIATUIZ AT 12,

U UG R E DO AR I O T HAR IS Azl
ICES TN ELR AL RIZDERZHIT DI
N DT AR D — 5B D, LTI & > TN
DIEXTEDNRNTCENTDBRDODNEZRDEL
T2o TEX T DARFAN ., T H Hiih) ORI T HENE
(HPENS RO ZEACRDOMOEET, HATIE =]
R SRR PZE MBI IR DA B L5305

NTW) ERENTIRLWE WY T LIz LA
COFRREFER S T2 & T A, Y2 (B E O i
TKRIEKI6 ) DRETEHW EFTNIZATTY
12, T ZTIFIZZO— M CHN IR EDTIRICH)S
ST ERRZ B RIEZIRD 2L EHbN TV
ESC

(B LWV DIE ABDERODBIHILTIESC
Eo WD R A REHGEB LIS EEZTNFEORTE
ZUT1ED T HR = E U THEH TRV TLE
SHe TITHDIFFDTD—IEME2ESINEHZ,
HEZLUTIERU TN T 2 F I3 0 At id e
P2 2 WOV EE CTHEAR DN ST Z, i
BICKTZ DAL M E BV, R E2 O 5l 2 DB
ZIBIERE 1R REHOR 2D TR EBVWET, 2D
TR DNEDHEMEE 752> T, TR, A
DFEXDIRREABRRICIEDE T, EHICITEEE
DOHEEWDHD, Tt 1254 >TcATT . T L
TR DR EE HFR 7 & Z DY 2 L Al T
SICESTVE T, COFIFBIfERRITEAND
RRBR M NAEDHRNEDRYTE 2" LT SRR
CBDTTH

There are two kinds of ukiyo-e, which can be divided
into “original drawings” and “woodblock prints.” An
original drawing is a picture drawn by a painter in his
own hand. It is a one of-a-kind piece drawn with all
his energy. Therefore, since there is only one piece,
the price (evaluation) to buy an original drawing is
high and only the rich can afford it. It is not easy to
get it. Then, the technique of woodblock print was
invented. The technique of woodblock printing is said
to have been introduced from China. Once you have
finished the original picture and carved it into wood,
you can print as many as you want. It makes mass
production possible. That directly leads to a reduction
in price, so even ordinary people in Edo can easily af-
ford it. That’s why woodblock printing ukiyo-e artists
became very popular in the Edo period because of this
woodblock printing technique.

However, mass-produced ukiyo-e woodblock prints
do not make much money for artists. The only thing
that can make money is the original ukiyo-e. Hoku-
sai’s life was decided by the appearance of an artist
who ordered an original painting. The artist asked

Hokusai to draw “Shoki” (a Chinese god of Taoism
that has been revered since the Muromachi period

for its charm against evil and its effect on academic
achievement) on the banners of his Boy’s Day. When
Hokusai finished the painting, he bought it for two ryo
(about 160,000 yen in today’s value). It is said that
Hokusai decided to remain an artist for the rest of his
life without belonging to any school.

“Resolution” means that human beings get out of their
confusion and come to their senses. No matter what
difficulties they encounter, it is the spirit of accept-
ing all of them, believing in themselves, and taking
on challenges. Therefore, what we should learn from
Hokusai’s case is that he will never succeed without

a resolution. It is precisely because Hokusai was de-
termined to be a painter for the rest of his life that he
was able to face the difficulties that lie ahead, over-
come the many rough seas, and realize his potential.
This was a turning point in Hokusai’s life. After that,
he received orders for original drawings one after
another. Furthermore, he met his second wife and
called himself “Hokusai.” Hokusai’s paintings have
continued to be famous throughout the world. I feel
that this suggests to us the importance of resolution in
life from our great predecessors.
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A crisis in the Middle East
that threatens global security

- Tensions in the Middle East
directly affect the security of Asia -
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Although there are various perspectives and interpre-
tations of the history and conflict in the Middle East,
I would like to take a look at it based on generally
known facts.

First of all, before getting into the main subject, I
would like to make a distinction between the “Mid-
dle East,” the “Near East,” and the “Middle and Near
East.” The names “Middle East” and “Near East” are
actually based on the distance from Europe. During
the 19th century, the region closer to Europe was
commonly referred to as the Middle and Near East.
Alfred Thayer Mahan, an American soldier, was the
first to use the term “Middle Eastern” in 1902. It is
said that the scope was vague and it was the British
administrators who strictly defined it.

the Near East
Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Georgia

The Middle East
the United Arab Emirates, Yemen, Iran, Egypt, Oman,
Qatar, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain

the Middle East and the Middle and Near East
Israel, Iraq, Syria, Turkey, Palestine, Jordan, and
Lebanon

Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs refers to a group

of countries from North Africa to Turkey and Afghan-
istan as the “Middle and Near East”.
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Israel was founded in 1948 as the national homeland
of the Jewish people.lt is said that the Jews estab-
lished a kingdom in this place in ancient times, but
due to the rule and persecution of the Roman Empire,
they have a history of being scattered all over the
world.In the 19th century, a movement to return to
the homeland called Zionism gained momentum and
aimed to build a Jewish state.Britain, which ruled Pal-
estine during World War I, has announced its support
for building a Jewish state.This statement is called the
Balfour Declaration.After World War II, the United
Nations proposed that Palestine be divided into a Jew-
ish state and an Arab state, and Israel was established
as a Jewish state.

However, the Arab side strongly opposed this, and
the Middle East War broke out between Israel and
neighboring Arab countries. This war broke out four
times in 25 years from 1948 to 1973. As a result of it,

Israel occupied most of the territory of Palestine. In
particular, during the Third Middle East War (the six
day War) in 1967, Israel occupied East Jerusalem and
the West Bank, most of the Golan Heights in Syria,
the Gaza Strip, and the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt. It
considers these occupied territories to be the home-
land of the Palestinian people and the territory of the
Palestinian State that it hopes will be established. So
the Israeli-Palestinian war continues to be a funda-
mental conflict regarding the treatment of the occu-
pied territories, Palestinian rights, and the status of
Jerusalem.
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Israel claims all of Jerusalem as its capital and
continues to build settlements in the West Bank and
East Jerusalem.Palestinians, in response, say East
Jerusalem is the capital of a Palestinian state and
that the settlements violate international law. As for
this claim, the international community recognizes
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital only in a few countries,
including the United States and Honduras. The Gaza
Strip was occupied by Egypt from 1948 to 69, but it
was captured by Israel during the six day War (the
Third Middle East War). In 2005, Israel withdrew
its forces and settlers from the Gaza Strip, but it

still controls its skies, its borders and its coastline.
The UN still says that the Gaza Strip is under Israeli
occupation. The Palestinian militant group Hamas
has effective control of the Gaza Strip. Hamas has
set itself the goal of destroying Israel and then
establishing an Islamic state. Hamas has been
designated as a terrorist group in Israel, the United
States, the European Union, and the United Kingdom.

Hamas has fought several battles with Israel since
taking control of the Gaza Strip in 2007. Israel, for
its part, has repeatedly bombed Hamas, and since
2007 has joined Egypt in sealing off the Gaza Strip
for security reasons. Despite years of peace talks and
mediation efforts, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has
yet to reach a fundamental solution. As a result, the
relationship of trust between the two is extremely
low, and the cycle of violence continues unabated.
The international community is urging both Israelis
and Palestinians to exercise restraint and engage in
dialogue, but even now there are no realistic prospects
for peace.
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In the long history of Israel and Palestine, the conflict is
not just a territorial or religious conflict. For those who
claim that it is a religious conflict, I think there is a deep-
rooted notion that the conflict between “Israel and Pal-
estine” and “Judaism and Islam” has been going on for
many years. For example, in the Kingdom of Spain, there
was a time when Judaism, Christianity and Islam peace-
fully coexisted.Muslims pray at the Dome of the Rock and
Al-Agsa Mosque on the Temple Mount in the old city of
Jerusalem, and Jews pray at the Western Wall (Wailing
Wall). That doesn’t mean there are any problems with each
religion.Although it is said that the land issue is the start-
ing point of the conflict, the Oslo Accords (1993) already
exist as a basic agreement to divide and use the east and
west bank of the Jordan River.

Therefore, there is a view that the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict reflects cultural conflicts.In other words, the difference
stems from the fact that Israel is a “nation state” developed
in Europe, while the Palestinian-Arab side consists of
traditional social structures based on tribes. That is, due to
the great difference in whether the nation is made up of a
tribe or a people.
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The process by which the latter nation-state was
established in Europe had a history of hundreds of
years of strife and conflict between tribes and lords.
Therefore, the current situation in the Middle East

is that magma erupted at once in a short period of
only 60 to 75 years. In Europe, a nation state was
created by the people who originally lived there. The
establishment of a modern state in the Middle East,
in the midst of conflict, is a state artificially created
by external forces. Therefore, their backgrounds and
histories are very different, and it is impossible to
make a single decision. By the way, if you look at the
borders of the Middle East, it is obvious, but there
are overwhelmingly many straight borders. Straight
borders drawn by a ruler without taking into account
tribal or religious circumstances, or even the shape of
the land, such as mountains or rivers. The establish-
ment of such a simple state is also a major cause of
various inconveniences for the residents.

How will such an artificial country mature when it
becomes independent from its colonies? After all, if
you want to take control quickly, it is a country with
a dictatorship. I think Iraq is a typical example of

this. The dictator Saddam Hussein was in charge of
Iraq at the time. It completely controlled the oppres-
sion of Kurds and Sunnis as well as Islamic Shiites.
Apart from the good and bad of this system, politics
and others in Iraq were relatively stable. In the past,
the United States justified its invasion of Iraq by tell-
ing the world that Iraq was a very dangerous country
with nuclear weapons. This led to the collapse of the
dictatorship of Saddam Hussein and the beginning of
instability in the Middle East. There have been and
are bloody conflicts in the Middle East. I think that
there was an unreasonable problem in the result that
the developed countries of the West aimed for the
establishment and stability of a state, ignoring various
ethnic feelings, and putting freedom and democracy
at the forefront, in order to eliminate conflict and
promote democratization.
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We think that the concept of “Islam = terrorism” is
very strong among us today, but I don’t think that the
religion of Islam is the origin of terrorism. Violent
acts of terrorism have occurred in various parts of
the world, but is it really a crime committed only by
people involved in the Islamic religion? I don’t think
so. In the first place, there are various motives for
causing terrorism. To put it simply, it is “a feeling of
suppressed resentment” and it cannot be a basis for
linking Islam and terrorism.

No one can predict how the results will converge. The
story of how World War I broke out is still attracting
historians. It began in June 1914, when the Crown
Prince of the Austro-Hungarian Empire was assas-
sinated in Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia.In just a few
weeks, the major powers of Europe joined the war,
and the flames of the war spread to the distant United
States. At that time, Russia and Germany made every
effort to minimize the crisis, but they could not avoid
the war.

There is a growing sense of crisis that the recent
conflict in Gaza, which involved ordinary citizens,
could escalate into an all-out war involving Iran, the
United States, and even Saudi Arabia. In a sign of
this, Iran explicitly threatened in October 2023 that it
was “reaching the end of its patience.” Earlier in the
day, Iran’s president posted online that Israel’s actions
in Gaza “crossed a red line that may force everyone
to take action. “In one sign, the United States bombed
soldiers and storage facilities belonging to Iranian-
backed militias in eastern Syria on October 26, 2023.
The U.S. government explained that it was a coun-
terattack to the attack on U.S. troops stationed in Iraq
and Syria, which were Iran’s proxy forces, on the
27th. Therefore, it is necessary to pay close attention
to the movements of the Iran-backed Hezbollah, an
armed Shiite group in Lebanon, which possesses pre-
cision-guided missiles. In fact, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has warned that if his country is
attacked from Lebanese soil, he will “strike back with
all his might and deal a heavy blow to Lebanon.”
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By the way, why does the United States continue to
support Islam, a small country in the Middle East?
Israel is Jewish, but in fact, there is a very large class
of Jewish people who are deeply rooted and powerful
in America’s middle and upper class society. So, the
reason for Israel’s support is that the United States,

in order to govern itself, cannot ignore the power of
this class of people in its own country. In response to
the Hamas attack, Israel launched a counter-attack in
the Gaza district, causing heavy civilian casualties.
Despite the world’s strong condemnation of Israel for
this, the United States remains steadfast in its sup-
port for Israel. As such, the domestic situation in the
United States plays a major role.

Iran has threatened on several occasions to close the
Strait of Hormuz, through which much of the world’s
oil passes, if needed. There was an incident where
they actually put it into practice and temporarily
seized a Japanese transport ship. The Strait of Hor-
muz is the main artery of the world’s energy supply,

and if the Strait were to be blockaded, the world
would be in chaos. Japan relies heavily on the Middle
East for 90 percent of its oil, a fossil fuel, and is said
to have stockpiles of about three months. Therefore,
the security and stability of the Middle East is a mat-
ter of life and death for Japan. If the Strait of Hormuz
were to be closed, the U.S. Navy would take military
action to open it. The outcome is likely to be a coun-
terattack by Iran and its proxies.
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Crown Prince Muhammad is so concerned about
the danger of escalation into a regional war that he
has stated that his strategy is to “put pressure on the
United States to put pressure on Israel.” However,
as [ mentioned earlier, the U.S. support for Israel re-
flects the U.S. domestic situation, so it is not easy to
ask the U.S. side to change its response. Instead, the
United States is trying to persuade Prince Moham-
med, Qatar, and eventually China to inform Iran of
the danger of escalation and the need for restraint.

It is not that the people of the Arab countries do not
seek freedom and democracy.Many young people
are studying in Western countries to receive higher
education.Arab people say, “We want democracy,
but it’s not Western-style democracy,” and many

of them are disgusted with the “decadent” culture
symbolized by Hollywood movies. They oppose the

West’s attempt to impose such a culture on the tradi-
tional society of the Middle Eastln that sense.

It is unreasonable to view the long-running conflict
in the Middle East as a simple picture of “Islam vs.
Palestine,” and it makes it difficult to see the deeper
structural problems. The world’s major powers have
a great interest in the Middle East and are compet-
ing to increase their presence in the region. What is
the reason for this? This is not only because of the
historical confrontation between civilizations, but
also because of the natural resources and strategic
importance of oil and gas, which originate from
topography. It is because there is a composition of
competing for the sweet nectar of “Middle East”, so
to speak.
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Can the Gaza Strip be suppressed by force alone?
Even if it is possible, will it lead to peace and stabil-
ity in the Middle East? Even if we summarize the
opinions of Western security experts who are familiar
with the situation in the Middle East, the answer is
only “We don’t know the future.” By the way, if the
fires of war in Ukraine and the Middle East expand,

I think it will naturally affect the security of the
Taiwan Strait and the Korean Peninsula in no small
way. This is because the United States of America,
with its “America First” policy, cannot be expected to
have the military power to deal with multiple major
conflicts.In the first place, the United States declared
in 2013 during the Obama era that it would not take
on the role of the “world’s policeman,” and has been
avoiding the intervention of the U.S. military in world
conflicts as much as possible.

The structure of the “Israel-Palestine” conflict has at
times overshadowed two major issues. One of them,
which has been highlighted in the recent politi-

cal developments in Syria and Iraq, is the conflict
between the two major sects of Islam, Sunnis and
Shiites. Another thing is the corruption and corrup-

tion of the ruling class in the Middle East. The ruling
and elite classes of the Arab oil producing countries
have monopolized a tremendous amount of wealth,
and this apparent unfairness has led to inappropri-

ate policies on the Israeli side as well, in the cause

of security and safety. In other words, no one in the
nation can complain if they are told that it is “for the
survival of Israel.” And, in the Middle East society,

a culture of tremendous discrimination and oppres-
sion against women has continued for a long time
and remains to this day. However, in a society where
women, that is, mothers who should be cared for the
most, are oppressed, discriminated and despised, will
the children who are born grow up to be the human
resources who will lead the country of the future? The
most important thing is that the mother is cared for,
respected, and has a free heart, so that the child will
grow up healthy and fine. If we start now, [ would like
to believe that a peaceful and stable society will be
born in the Middle East just by changing the culture a
little.
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